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Patent Update For BacTrak Diagnostic Test
Diagnostic Array Systems Pty Ltd (DAS) is pleased to provide the following update of its
patent portfolio.
The patent application entitled ‘Method for the Detection and/or identification of a microorganism’ has been granted within both, Australia and the United States. The patent,
which underpins the BacTrak system, covers a method for simultaneous detection or
identification of multiple mirco-organisms from a single patient sample. This is DAS’
second and third granted patents and both of these patents have an exclusivity period until
July 2026.
The BacTrak system is an in-vitro diagnostic tool that enables simultaneous identification
of multiple bacterial pathogens that cause respiratory illness, including Pneumonia,
Tuberculosis (TB) and Legionnaires’ disease. The BacTrak method uses specific DNA
sequences for detecting and differentiating bacteria. DNA extracted from a sample is
amplified and hybridized to bacteria specific probes, the hybridized products are then
analysed for identification. This sensitive and highly specific method allows for the rapid
identification of bacterial pathogens that cause respiratory illness.
Efficient treatment for bacterial respiratory infections hinges on the accurate and timely
diagnosis of the bacterial species. Current diagnostic methods, however, are slow and can
impact on patient care. The BacTrak system has important implications for the clinical
management of infectious disease by rapidly identifying the specific bacteria responsible
for the disease and suggesting the most effective treatment in a timely fashion. Utilisation
of the novel test is intended to provide more information more quickly than alternative
methods. It has the potential to accelerate therapeutic treatment, lead to a reduction in
hospitilisation and help reduce the overuse of antibiotics.
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